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Introduction 
 
In addition to 36 listed buildings in the parish (about 15 of which are now 
residential), there are many examples of buildings which merit recognition 
for their age, local character or historical significance. Many of these 
require protection from any insensitive development or loss of character. 
 
People have lived in Mabe since Neolithic times. Neolithic ware and pits 
have been found during excavations at Tremough and two Bronze Age 
burial urns dated 2500 BC have been found at Upper Spargo. 
 
From around 400 BC people lived in communities in enclosed rounds on 
the tops of hills for protection. These can be found at Turnermere, 
Carnsew, Higher Spargo and at Tremough. Given the broad distribution of 
these sites it seems highly likely that the parish holds other undiscovered 
settlements and burial places. In order to achieve better understanding of 
the local historic environment, it is important that those submitting 
planning applications relating to any previously underdeveloped land 
provide results of non-invasive geophysical investigations to the Parish 
Council.  
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There has been a church in Mabe since early Celtic times. Originally a 
church was sited at Helland whilst the church of St Laudus was 
established in the 13th century and extended in the 15th century using 
local granite. 
 
The whole of the area of Mabe was known as Treliever and was owned by 
the church at the time of the Norman Conquest. As time went on the 
tenant farmers enfranchised themselves from the church and established 
their own holdings. By 1538 only Treliever and Nansturion (Nanturrian) 
remained under the ownership of the church. 
 
The settlement of Mabe was first recorded in 1201. There is an abundance 
of medieval settlements which developed and were first recorded in the 
following years: 
Carnsew – (Carnduwyou) – 1298 
Spargo – 1324 
Halvosso - 1332 
Goodygrane – 1399 
Tremough – 1399 
Trevone – 1321 
Helland – 1321 
Eathorn = 1332 
 
The farmhouses were built from local granite as were the farm workers’ 
cottages and barns that were built alongside them. Farms with a working 
central hardstanding have buildings aligned around the perimeter. Many 
of these small farm buildings have been converted into multiple dwellings 
in Spargo, Boundis etc. 
 
Important buildings such as these historic farmsteads need protecting and 
any new development needs to reflect the somewhat unique existing 
building style. 
 
Some of the farms in the parish continue to rely on agriculture for an 
income, i.e. Carnsew, Cliftures, Nanturrian, Chywoon, Antron, Menallick 
and Lower Spargo. These are also in need of protection and to be given 
the encouragement to continue. 
 
It is said that Mabe is built of granite, on granite and this is of particular 
relevance when looking at the number of granite buildings in the parish.  
 
Initially granite was cut from moorstone (a coarse granite) and this was 
used in most local buildings. However, trade developed and large 
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quantities of granite were exported from Penryn to many places all over 
the world.  
 
In the 1840 Tithe Map, over 40 quarries were operating in Mabe with the 
number increasing to 70 by the 1880s. There was a demand for granite 
workers’ cottages near the quarries where they were employed, ie 
Trenoweth, Tinpit, Spargo, Halvosso. Hamlets grew up to meet the needs 
of the granite quarrying industry.  
 
It was during this time that the workers’ cottages developed in the centre 
of Mabe Burnthouse where there was a smelting house (ie the burning 
house) and a smithy. The centre was important as it was a crossroads to 
Falmouth, Penryn, Helston, Mawnan and Constantine. The New Inn 
provided sustenance for travellers and quarry workers as well as stables 
for horses. 
 
The terraced cottages were all built from granite with Cornish slate roofs. 
More substantial detached granite houses were built for the more 
important workers ie Melrose, Alexandra, Carlene etc. 
 
All of the granite buildings in the parish reflect the history of quarrying 
and agriculture and have developed in a significant way. They need to be 
protected from any future building development. 
 
Please note:  
Where buildings mentioned below are Listed, a detailed description of 
them can be found in a separate document, Listed Buildings in the Parish 
of Mabe. 
 
Mabe Burnthouse – Village 
 
The centre of the village of Mabe Parish comprises of short groups of 19th 
century terraced cottages facing the road with narrow front gardens and 
granite boundary walls. The cottages are built from local granite with 
Cornish slate roofs and granite lintels. Some of them still retain the 
timber sash windows: 
South Leigh Place – 3 dwellings 
Grove Cottages – 7 dwellings 
Antron Hill Cottages – 4 dwellings 
 
Breaking up the lines of terraces cottages are detached houses and 
cottages all built from granite and at right angles to the road. This adds 
interest to the layout of the village. 
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The Cottages – 2 dwellings 
Glenderry 
Eastleigh 
Vale View Cottage 
Chy Grownek (Grade II listed) 
 
The terraced two-storey cottages have narrow frontages and small front 
gardens. The buildings are constructed of dressed or granite rubble with 
granite stone boundaries and slate gabled roofs. Granite lintels and 
dressed ashlar window surrounds are common. There are no porches. 
 
The New Inn and the house adjacent to it border one side of the 
crossroads. One of these may have been a Toll House. At one time, the 
Post Office was situated nearby. 
 
Alexandra House on the opposite side of the road is a more substantial, 
late 19th century, symmetrical fronted granite house with granite stone 
walls and gate posts. 
 
Further along Antron Hill, Carnsew Villa and Carlene are both detached 
granite houses. 
 
Carnstead was once a farm-house with The Barn being converted into a 
dwelling. 
 
On the opposite side of Antron Hill facing the shop is The Granite House 
(formerly called Cecil House after Cecil Spargo), a double-fronted 
Victorian property – presumably granite, though this is covered by render. 
 
The Parish Hall and Women’s Institute was built in 1926. It lists the local 
men killed in action during both world wars. 
 
Antron Manor is a substantial 19th century two storey building with a 
ground floor extension situated in mature landscaped grounds. It is now a 
residential care home.  
 
The Old Coach House is a granite house with a barn which was once used 
as stables. 
 
Antron Hill Farm – a granite farmhouse with associated granite farm 
buildings. 
 
Burnthouse Quarry – which houses a selection of traditional workshops 
where granite is worked into architectural pieces. It has been in operation 
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since at least 1850 and was said to yield the very best grain and quality 
granite. 
 
Trenoweth Chapel – built in 1868. An imposing granite built chapel which 
has been converted into a dwelling and retains the original architectural 
features. 
 
Nanturrian Farm – known as Nansturyon in 1538. Nans means valley. 
Granite built farmhouse with a farmyard and original barns. Continues to 
be used for farming. 
 
Carnsew Farm. Carnduyou in 1293 (grade II listed). Yard of original 
barns, farm. Continues to be a farm. Evidence of Iron Age round field. 
 
Tremough House (Grade II listed). Known as Tremogh in 1399. Now used 
as a university campus. The Lodge, located where the Old Drive meets 
Treliever Road, at the nearest point to Penryn is also Grade II listed. 
 
Tremough Barton Farmhouse, a square granite farm-house, is not listed 
but the associated farm buildings around a courtyard are Grade II listed 
and have been converted into dwellings (Tremough Barton Cottages). 
Tremough Barton farm is now incorporated into the university campus. 
 
Church Road and Antron 
 
Melrose – was built of fine local granite by a granite mason named Spargo 
in the late 1890s. 
 
Turnermere – a granite farmhouse which has been extended. 
 
The remains of an ancient round field can still be detected behind the 
house. A granite boulder with interesting markings once formed part of 
the roadside hedge. It was recorded on the 1908 Ordnance Survey Map 
under the heading Inscribed Stones. 
 
Carn Cottages – 2 granite cottages, one with a recent extension. 
 
Further along the road at Tinpit, there is a group of granite cottages 
which were all built at different times. One cottage is perpendicular to the 
road. There are two terraces of granite houses, one of which comprises of 
two smaller, older, granite cottages whilst the other group of three 
houses were built in 1924. 
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In 1913, six cakes of black tin were found close to this area at Vellin 
Antron (the now vanished Antron Mill – which was on the road to 
Lamanva just before it crossed the river Antron), thus denoting a smelting 
works for tin nearby. 
 
Antron – farm and barns – all Grade II listed. 
Little Antron – Grade II listed 
 
Trenoweth 
 
Trenoweth Farm – Trenoweth means new farm. It was sold to the 
Carnsuyou family in 1525. Nanpara, which is so close to Trenoweth 
Farmhouse that it must originally have been part of the same farm, and 
its associated barns around a courtyard, are also granite and appear on 
the 1908 map. 
 
Sea View – granite house similar in size and design to Melrose, and a 
cluster of granite barns that have been converted into dwellings.  
 
Trenoweth School – built as the school of the parish in 1870 to replace a 
lean-to by the church. It was replaced in turn by a new larger village 
school in 1986. It is now 2 dwellings. 
 
Trenoweth Terrace (previously/also known as Morcom Cottages?) – a 
group of six granite cottages. 
 
Cliftures Farm – a granite farmhouse with outbuildings which is still being 
used as a Dairy Farm. 
 
Cliftures Cottage – detached granite cottage. 
 
Oak Villas – terrace of three 19th century granite quarryworkers’ cottages 
with far reaching views over the countryside. 
 
Trenoweth Vean Farm –  
 
Trenoweth Vean Cottages – three granite cottages – perpendicular to the 
road. 
 
Corpascus Cottages – three granite cottages – perpendicular to the road. 
 
Corpascus Farm – granite farmhouse 
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Hantertavis – meaning high moorland – owned in 1585 by the Carnsews. 
There is evidence of a chapel on the site as one field is named Chapel 
Croft. 
 
Pampeluna – granite 19c farmhouse/ cottage and outbuilding. 
 
Spargo to Eathorne 
 
Chynoweth – meaning new house. This farm was first mentioned as being 
owned by the Carnsews in 1585. The two barns have been converted into 
dwellings. 
 
Trewartha – a granite detached cottage which is presumed to have been 
built in 1810. However, it has an interesting stone arch which probably 
originated at Glasney College in nearby Penryn and was obtained 
sometime after the dissolution of the monastery in 1548. 
 
Rose Vale – two granite cottages which are now one dwelling. It has a 
blocked window. 
 
Rosswithian House is Grade II listed as Lower Spargo Farmhouse. It has a 
courtyard of granite barns which have been developed into dwellings – 
Rosswithian Barns. The house now named Lower Spargo Farmhouse is on 
the other side of the road and is a granite property similar to nearby 
Higher Spargo Farm and Melrose on Church Road. 
 
Next to the current Lower Spargo Farmhouse is another set of converted 
granite barns, one of which is thought to have been Mabe Parish 
Workhouse. 
 
Lower Spargo Cottage, next door to Rosswithian House, is Grade II listed. 
 
The Old Vicarage – an imposing Victorian granite house which was once 
the local vicarage. It has an interesting coach house in the grounds. 
 
Tresidders House is listed (Grade II) as Higher Spargo Farmhouse. 
Opposite this, the barns have now been converted into various workshops 
for carpentry. 
 
Trevone – the name means dwelling of Mowhan. Known as Trevowan in 
1321. It has a former farmhouse with barns that have been developed 
into houses. 
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Trevone – a group of buildings and sheds which were once associated 
with quarrying but are now used for a variety of purposes – eg 
blacksmiths, artists’ workshops, sculpture. 
 
Helland Mill – an old 19th century mill house which has been developed 
into a dwelling.  
 
Helland – is Grade II listed. It is the site of a priory. 
 
Chyglidden – granite built originally two cottages but now one dwelling. 
 
Menallick – farmhouse, 19th century. 
 
Roscollas – known as Rescollas in 1515 with Resgoles meaning bottom 
ford. Looking at the OS map, there are several streams in the area. 
Granite farmhouse. 
 
Eathorne 
 
Eathorne Manor – was purchased by the Killigrew family of Falmouth in 
1574. Another granite house has been built on the side of the manor 
house. 
 
Eathorne Farm – the 19th century farmhouse is a substantial granite 
building erected on the site of an older house.  
 
Eathorne House – interesting style of building. 
 
Higher Eathorne Farm – a pre-Bronze Age standing Stone was found on 
this site. 
 
Eathorne Bridge – denotes the Parish Boundary. 
 
Eathorne Bridge Cottage – built in 1836. 
 
Halvosso (or Halvasso) 
 
Halvosso (Hayfosou in 1332) means summer house or pasture for cattle 
which could be interpreted to mean the place where cattle were brought 
to graze during the summer. 
 
Great Halvosso Farmhouse – with a courtyard of barns and far reaching 
views to the sea. 
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Old Chapel School Hall – the original chapel was demolished in 1986 and 
the school hall was converted into a dwelling. It has retained the original 
shape and size of the windows. 
 
Higher Halvosso – 19th century. The barns are being renovated. 
 
Lower Halvosso – 19th century. Has been extended. 
 
Halvosso Farm – The original farm was built in the early 19th century and 
has been extended. 
 
On the opposite side of the road there is an interesting small pony shed 
and two coal houses with an interesting rounded wall. 
 
At right angles to the road there is a short terrace of four granite quarry 
men’s cottages. These were built at various times in the 1800s. 
 
Little Halvosso Farm – granite farmhouse with 7 converted barns. 
 
Chy-An-Gof – a white rendered house parallel to the road at the end on 
which was the smithy. (Chy-an-gof means house by the smithy.) 
 
Drusilla Cottage – 19th century granite cottage. 
 
Boundys – 19th century granite farmhouse with a courtyard of four 
converted barns and an interesting feature of a well. 
 
Little Palastine – known as Penlestyn – Mur in 1515 and also called 
Penglasten which could mean Oak Tree Hill or Barren Moor. Granite 
farmhouse with three converted barns and interesting granite features. 
 
Treliever 
 
Treliever was in existence at the time of the Norman Conquest in 1066. It 
was owned by the church from Celtic times and it remained in the 
ownership of the See of Exeter in 1538. There was evidence of a 
Mediaeval Chapel at Treliever Barton – in 1839 a field was listed as being 
called Chapel Close. 
 
Little Treliever – 19th century granite farmhouse which was built to a 
similar pattern to the house which is now called Higher Spargo Farm and 
similar to Melrose on Church Road. 
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Lower Treliever – 19th century farmhouse and surrounding barns. 
 
Treliever Farm – 19th century granite farm. 
 
Higher Treliever Farm – farmhouse with barns converted into dwellings. 
 
Chywoon – farmhouse. 


